THE  LIFE  STORY  OF A   BRAHMAN
darbha-grass, but the spirit of the dead ancestor is dismissed
by touching his representation with the root of the grass.
But, most marked of all, no rice is scattered over the gods, as
is done on auspicious occasions, and though they are thus
ceremoniously dismissed, they are not asked to come again.
Mortals are treated on the same plan, for when a man pays
an ordinary call, his host gives him permission to depart, by
saying: * Do come again *; if, however, he is paying a visit of
condolence, he receives his congd in the bare word ' Go '.
5.  Another remedy (Tripindi) is often resorted to, specially
by women, not only when no child is born in the family, but
also if there is constant sickness and ill luck in the household.
Frequent worry, or this special  disappointment,  convinces
them that some dead ancestor is angry, and must be pacified
by the worship of the three gods : Brahma, Visnu, and Siva,
To represent these three, three Brahmans are called to the
house and fed, and given clothing costing about fifty rupees
, for themselves and their wives.
Sometimes, instead of inviting three Brahmans to the house,
clothing is just sent in a bamboo basket to one Brahman. If
the women feel sure it is a female ancestor that is hindering
the birth of a child, or tormenting them all by her malice,
then the basket is filled with female attire and all things dear
to the heart of a woman: bangles, mirrors, combs, &c. In
the same way, if they suspect a male ancestor, they send
a scarf, turban, loin-cloth, and anything that he specially
liked in his lifetime.
6.  If, however, the annoyance be very severe, or the disap-
pointment very great, the last ceremony (Tripinffi) will be
performed in a more elaborate and impressive form.
Thirteen Brahmans are invited, not to the house, for the
ceremony is to propitiate the dead, and inside the home is
the last place where they arc v/anted ; but to some river bank,
f possible to a temple, if not, to a plpal tree growing there,
The rite consists of a sacrifice (Homo) offered to the fire, and
:hree balls of rice representing Brahma, Visnu, and &va are